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Rema Johnson, DO, is the Physician Partner of the Year. Read more
about her and Philanthropist of the Year Karen Fitzgerald on page 5.

App Asks Patients How They Are Feeling Today—and Enhances
Care from There
TapCloud donation improves outcomes while assuring more patients every day that someone cares
“How are you feeling today?” You
likely get the question from your
doctor when you’re in her or his office,
talking face to face. Once you’re
home, though, your doctor isn’t there
to keep tabs on how you’re doing.
And you’re likely not paying close
attention to how you feel from one
day to the next.

That’s where AMITA Health Check comes in. A few years ago, AMITA Health
started providing patients with free access to the app, which was created by
TapCloud. Now, a generous donation from TapCloud is giving people who
receive care anywhere throughout AMITA Health access to the technology.
“From a patient perspective, what they say is, ‘I feel like somebody’s
keeping an eye on me even after I’m back home,’” said TapCloud CEO Tom
Riley. “And they are.”

Inspired by Personal Experience

AMITA Health Check’s daily check-in starts by asking patients, “How do
you feel today compared to yesterday?” From there, people see a word
cloud, with each word chosen based on their diagnosis, medications and
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TapCloud CEO Tom Riley (at right) trains Robert Maganini, MD, in how to use AMITA Health
Check. Dr. Maganini’s team soon will begin using the app with patients who have had
surgery for breast cancer.
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Message from Melanie
Dear Friend of the Foundation,
You represent hope and a generous spirit of service to the people who receive our support.
And as our foundation and health system grow and change, your ongoing partnership
matters more than ever to our ability to sustain our mission. Thank you.
Last year, Presence Health joined AMITA Health. I’m excited to share that our respective
foundation boards and leaders now are preparing to bring our two Catholic foundations
together as one. Our goal is to be fully integrated as one foundation in the summer of 2019.
Soon, you’ll start seeing new communications branded with both Alexian and Presence logos.
A lot of behind-the-scenes work is going into this integration, and I am deeply grateful to all of
the board members who are making this integration possible and successful.
Although we will be one foundation, I assure you that you will retain total control in deciding
how your philanthropy is directed and who it benefits. Every gift you make will continue to
support the local hospitals and programs that you choose to support—the legacy ministries
that are most personally meaningful to you.

Melanie Furlan
Senior Vice President
Chief Philanthropy Officer
AMITA Health

What will change, though, is that we will serve more people. We will have a broader scope and greater impact. Our commitment
to expanding our mission in our local communities will deepen. Integration will enhance our strengths. It will enable us to learn
from each other and scale what’s possible. It will align Alexian and Presence around our shared Catholic values and around
our shared commitment to behavioral health and to providing access to care. Around our desire to serve people who have the
least resources and need the most help. Around our dedication to provide the best, safest healthcare to our communities.
At Alexian and Presence, Jesus’s healing ministry inspires the work we do. Together with you and all of the generous and
compassionate members of our growing community, we will further extend that healing ministry across the Chicagoland area.
If you have any questions about the integration of our two Catholic foundations, please contact us at 224.273.4104 or
alexianfoundation@amitahealth.org. Thank you for remaining involved and integral to the work we are doing, and thank you
for continuing to help people in need. It’s why we are here.
Sincerely,

Melanie Furlan
Senior Vice President
Chief Philanthropy Officer
AMITA Health

Introducing Alexian Brothers
Foundation Board Members
We are very pleased to announce that community
member Elizabeth Brady and Power Construction
President and CEO Terry Graber have joined the
Alexian Brothers Foundation Board. Welcome, and
thank you for your service!
Elizabeth Brady
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Terry Graber

AlexianFoundation.org

Philanthropy Expands Critical Training Program
Beth N. Rom-Rymer, PhD, increases access to prescribing psychologists for people in need
The number of people who need mental health treatment continues to grow while the number
of psychiatrists who can treat them continues on a downward spiral. Through her leadership
and philanthropy, AMITA Health Alexian Brothers Center for Mental Health Board Member
Beth N. Rom-Rymer, PhD, is helping solve this problem in our communities.
Training Prescribing Psychologists

In Illinois, as in states throughout our country, mental health
systems are poorly funded and access to mental health
care is sorely inadequate, especially for the most vulnerable
members of our community. Recognizing the critical need
for more mental health prescribing providers, Dr. RomRymer, as president of the Illinois Psychological Association,
led the successful legislative movement from 2012 to
2014 that sought to increase access to comprehensive,

“There is a revolution in healthcare in our
nation, and I am proud that Illinois prescribing
psychologists, in partnership with AMITA Health,
are in the forefront of that revolution!”
				
—Dr. Beth Rom-Rymer
integrative mental healthcare. The culmination of the
movement was the passage of the Illinois law that gives
licensed clinical psychologists, with advanced training in
clinical psychopharmacology and medicine, the authority
to prescribe medications for the treatment of mental illness
and other psychological disorders. It is estimated that
the number of prescribing psychologists will more than
match the number of psychiatrist prescribers in Illinois
within the next 10 years. Since 2014, Dr. Rom-Rymer has
led the statewide implementation of the law. As part of
that implementation, she was instrumental in launching a
prescribing psychology (RxP) training program at the AMITA
Health Alexian Brothers Center for Mental Health, which
accepted its first RxP resident in 2017.
Now, through her philanthropy, Dr. Rom-Rymer is helping
transform the clinical training program into a national
model for healthcare systems that want to close the
gap in psychiatric services. AMITA Health is teaching
other providers that, first, they must advocate for state
legislative change, and then, they can provide exceptional
training experiences for prescribing psychologist
residents across medical specialities, including: psychiatry,
internal medicine, emergency medicine, family medicine,
pediatrics, geriatrics, surgery and OB/GYNE.

“We’re very much appreciative,
not only for the financial
resources that Dr. Rom-Rymer
is offering through this gift,
but also for the expertise that
she’s provided since 2014
to help us develop what we
think is an exemplary program
for RxP training,” said Rocco
Domanico, PhD, director of
student training at AMITA
Health Alexian Brothers
Behavioral Health Hospital.

Beth N. Rom-Rymer, PhD

A National RxP Model

Currently, the Center for Mental Health’s RxP program only
has capacity for two residents at a time. With Dr. RomRymer’s seed money, six to seven residents will be able to
train simultaneously, because funding will now be available
for two graduate assistants who will provide invaluable
administrative and programmatic support. Due to the scope
of AMITA Health, RxP residents will be able to complete all
nine of their medical rotations at different sites throughout
the health system. For each training rotation, the RxP
residents will have the opportunity to come back to the
Center for meetings with their psychiatrist supervisors to
discuss psychiatric medications in the context of acute and/
or chronic illness, injury, or disability.
“Our goal is to increase the availability of comprehensive and
integrative mental health prescribers in Illinois,” Domanico
said. “I think we are one of the leaders in this area as we
establish the model for training prescribing psychologists.
Once trained, AMITA will then work collaboratively with
prescribing psychologists as they move into leadership roles
in our healthcare system.”
“I am thrilled with the opportunity to collaborate with AMITA
Health as we close the gap in access to excellent mental
healthcare in Illinois,” said Dr. Rom-Rymer. “There is a
revolution in healthcare in our nation, and I am proud that
Illinois prescribing psychologists, in partnership with AMITA
Health, are in the forefront of that revolution!”
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Witnesses to Hope in This World
Thank you for raising $9.3 million to extend our mission in fiscal year 2018
“What business are you in, really?” Father William Grogan, Archdiocese of Chicago’s vicar for healthcare,
asked the more than 200 members of our community who celebrated 2018 achievements together at
the Foundation’s donor recognition event on October 18.
We are in the business of hope, he said. By
giving generously to people in need, we
give people a reason to look to the future
and find meaning—while also extending the
meaning and purpose of our own lives. The
generosity of people like you enabled our
Foundation to raise $9.3 million in fiscal year
2018 for people who needed the most help
and for programs that the health system could
not sustain without philanthropy, said AMITA
Health President and CEO Mark Frey.
“It’s very clear to me that each and every
one of you truly understands the mission
of our organization and the value of the
philanthropic support that you provide,” said
Frey. “Thank you for your commitment, your
compassion and your willingness to help.”

Father William Grogan, Archdiocese of Chicago’s vicar for healthcare, speaks at the 2018
Annual Meeting and Donor Recognition Celebration.

Continued on pages 10–11

The Face of Our Values, the
Heart of Our Mission
“Thank you for all you have done.
You’re angels. Gifts from God.”
This is what one person says about
the difference we have made in her
life. Hear more from her and other
individuals and families who received
foundation support in 2018.
Learn how you and your fellow
donors helped people in need by
viewing the video shown at the
2018 Donor Recognition Celebration:
alexianfoundation.org/thankyou.
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In a video made for the 2018 Donor Recognition Celebration, the Connelly
family shares how the care they received has inspired them to give back.

Leaders with Generosity of Spirit
Karen Fitzgerald and Rema Johnson, DO, awarded for their philanthropic leadership
Driven by service and faith, Alexian Brothers
Foundation Board Member Karen Fitzgerald leads with
dignity, humility and grace. It was with these qualities
that she accepted the 2018 Philanthropist of the
Year award from the Alexian Brothers Foundation on
October 18. Not only is Fitzgerald a Foundation Board
member, she also is part of the Foundation’s women
and children’s board. In 2018, the Fitzgerald Family
Foundation was a lead sponsor for the Off to the Races
event and spearheaded a new golf outing that raised
$120,000 to put an onsite mental health counselor in
three area schools two days a week.
Dr. Johnson shares many of Fitzgerald’s leadership
qualities, including a deep-rooted commitment to
bring people together to impact our communities.
From helping with the youth board to recruiting new
members to the Physicians Council to her leadership
on the women and children’s foundation board, Dr.
Johnson “has gone above and beyond to serve our
community and continuously promote the mission
of the Alexian Brothers Foundation among her
colleagues,” said Mohammed Khan, MD, co-chair of
the Physicians Council. Dr. Johnson “has a generosity
of spirit that is unmatched, rarely saying ‘no’ when
asked, utilizing her limited, free time to serve the needs
of the health system, our patients and their families,”
Dr. Khan said.

Thank you to Dr. Johnson and Karen Fitzgerald for your
service, for your incredible generosity of spirit and for being
models of servant leadership for all of us.

Alexian Brothers Foundation Board Member Karen Fitzgerald accepts the
Philanthropist of the Year award from AMITA Health President and CEO
Mark Frey and AMITA Health Senior Vice President and Chief Philanthropy
Officer Melanie Furlan.

Physician Partner of the Year
Rema Johnson, DO, with
her husband Karl and sons
Gabe and Zander.

5

Physicians Council Members Contribute More than
$1 Million to Date
More than 100 lifetime members address unmet community health needs
Five years ago, a small group of physicians started the Physicians Council, pledging their commitment to
strengthening community health and healing through philanthropy. Today, more than 100 physicians are
lifetime members, and together, they have contributed more than $1 million to address the unmet health
needs they see every day as they practice medicine.
This year they awarded nearly $103,000 in grant funding for programs serving some of the health system’s most vulnerable
patients, including diagnostic testing for families impacted by autism spectrum disorders; long-term, residential care for
U.S. military veterans; prostate education and screening for people seeking cancer services; and culinary grief therapy
for people who have lost a loved one. Thank you to the lifetime members of the Physicians Council for your clinical and
philanthropic leadership.

Physicians and recipients of Physicians Council grant awards receive a
round of applause at the 2018 Donor Recognition Celebration.

Top row, from left: Physicians Council Co-Chair Mohammed Khan, MD; Ted Suchy,
DO; Greg Gullo, MD; Zander Johnson and Gabe Johnson; AMITA Health Executive
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer Thor Thordarson; Reinhold Llerena, MD.
Bottom row: Diana Suchy, Rema Johnson, DO, Karl Johnson, John Sullivan, DO.

Continued from page 1

App Asks Patients How They Are Feeling Today—and Enhances
treatment. They tap on words that describe how they’re
feeling and their current pain level and symptoms. This
simple process gives patients a new sense of connection
to the care team, Riley said. It assures them that even
when they’re not in the hospital or in their doctor’s office,
somebody cares about how they feel.
The inspiration for TapCloud came to Riley during his
mom’s battle with ovarian cancer. He was her patient
advocate, driving her to appointments, making lists of
notes and questions to bring to her various doctors.
Eventually, he realized firsthand that even with a team of
advocates by their side, staying tuned into what’s going on
with their bodies on a daily basis is a lot of responsibility for
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patients to carry. TapCloud helps alleviate that burden so
that, between doctor’s visits, patients don’t have to figure
out which symptoms are significant to note and which
aren’t. They simply have to take a few minutes to tap on a
few words.
Patients’ taps help create a more complete picture
over time of how they are faring after surgeries, after
treatments and between doctor visits. Risks are flagged, so
clinicians can easily see what’s happening and proactively
check in when patients need attention. The app also
allows physicians to push out messages or instructions
to patients, such as reminders about appointments or
medications. Overall, results have been promising.

Behavioral Health Hospital Expansion Will Improve
Patient Experience
With your support, thousands of people will benefit from optimal care environment
AMITA Health Alexian Brothers Behavioral Health Hospital in Hoffman Estates will need your support as
it expands to better serve patients. The new hospital wing will ensure people the privacy and dignity they
deserve as they receive treatment. It will house all adult outpatient programs, making it easy for adults to
move from program to program as needed:
Concourse: General adult and chemical
dependency programs
• 8 consult rooms
• 4 group rooms
• Separate collection site for urine drug testing
Main floor: Eating disorder program
• Interactive demonstration kitchen for hands-on
meal prep, plus seating for family-style meals
• 3 consult rooms
• 3 group rooms, plus 1 multipurpose room
• Private weigh-in stations
Second floor: Anxiety and OCD program
• Virtual reality room for exposure response
prevention therapy
• 8 consult rooms
• 3 group rooms
• Restrooms for exposures; actual handles on sinks
and toilets

The nearly
15,000-squarefoot expansion will
enhance privacy and
improve the overall
experience for people
receiving care at
AMITA Behavioral
Health Hospital in
Hoffman Estates.

Thank you for considering how you can help us complete this much-needed expansion.
Learn more by contacting the Foundation at 224.273.4104, or make a gift at alexianfoundation.org.

Care from There
For example, among patients who have had hip surgery, Riley said, those using TapCloud
have significantly fewer readmissions and ER visits than those who are not.

App Expands across AMITA Health

Initially, AMITA Health Check was rolled out across a select number of departments. Now a
system-wide rollout is being planned over the next several years.
Riley said AMITA Health has been a good partner, helping with research and working on
programs for the federal government demonstrating the impact of patient-generated data.
One of the things Riley said he is most grateful for in the partnership is how both TapCloud
and AMITA Health share a mutual drive to solve today’s immediate, obvious patient care
problems—and to ask what’s possible and strive toward better solutions and innovations
for the future.
“I’m thrilled that we are having an impact,” Riley said. “And I think we’re just getting started.”

With AMITA Health Check, patients
choose words from word clouds that
describe how they’re feeling and their
current pain level and symptoms.
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Event Sponsors and Guests Give Back to Our Community
$275,000 Raised for People
with Mental Health, Autism and
Developmental Disorders
More than 130 golfers came out for the
11th Annual Foundation Golf Classic
For the first time ever, the Golf Classic sold
out, with 132 golfers and numerous sponsors
joining us on August 20, 2018, on the greens
at Shoreacres. Thanks to the leadership of
Power Construction and the Fitzgerald Family
Foundation, and thanks to the generosity of all
who sponsored or participated in the event,
$275,000 was raised to benefit people served
by programs of the AMITA Health Alexian
Brothers Autism Spectrum & Developmental
Disorders Resource Center and the
AMITA Health Alexian Brothers Center for
Mental Health.

Power Construction Vice President Pete Bartels with Scott Timcoe, Bruce Armstrong and
Pat Donley at the Golf Classic.

Record Number Represents the
Alliance at AIDS Run & Walk
More than 60 people raised $17,425 for
the supportive housing ministry
Forty-two team members and more than 60
participants represented the AMITA Health
Alexian Brothers Housing and Health
Alliance at the AIDS Run & Walk Chicago on
September 23, 2018. Together, they raised
$17,425 for the Alliance’s transitional and
community housing programs for people
impacted by HIV/AIDS and homelessness.
Visit facebook.com/bonaventurehouse to
learn why the experience meant so much
to Alliance team member Richard.

Richard and Darryl helped raise more than $17,400 for the Alliance at the 2018 AIDS
Run & Walk.
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Continued from previous page

Event Sponsors and Guests Give Back to Our Community
More than $19,000 Raised
by Schaumburg Firefighters
for People with Cancer
Schaumburg community continues
generous outpouring through
Pink Tie Ball
The Schaumburg Firefighters Professional
Association and the approximately 600
guests of the 2018 Pink Tie Ball raised nearly
$40,000—and, as in years past, half of that
money was donated to benefit individuals
receiving care from the AMITA Health
Cancer Institute. For information about the
2019 Pink Tie Ball, visit pinktieball4092.com.

Schaumburg Professional Firefighters Association members Kyle Marcussen, Jenna
Werdell, Cheryl Rawski, Jeanine Liska and Erik Vitols present a check benefiting the AMITA
Health Cancer Institute to AMITA Health Vice President of Oncology Karen Giammicchio.

Save the Date
for the 2019 Ball de Fleur
Spend a night with us at
the Rockwell on May 4
The 33rd Ball de Fleur will be May 4, 2019,
at Rockwell on the River in Chicago.
“A Night at the Rockwell ... Instilling Hope One
Life at a Time” will benefit the One Life at a
Time vision for behavioral health, with a goal
of raising $800,000 to support people served
by our behavioral health treatment programs.
Look for more information soon at
alexianfoundation.org.
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Continued from page 4

Witnesses to Hope in This World
By bringing Presence Health into the fold of
AMITA Health, Frey said our mission is stronger
than ever—and we are serving more people in
need than ever. AMITA Health now serves more
people who rely on Medicaid and come from lowincome households than any other health system
in Illinois, he said, adding that one-third of all
Medicaid recipients in Illinois are in communities
we serve.
Pressure to do more with less will continue to
increase, Frey said, making it more challenging
for community health systems like ours to deliver
the type of services that go to the heart of what
it means to be a faith-based health system.
Faith-based care extends our values, Father
Grogan said, adding, “We are witnesses to hope
in this world. A witness is very important because
a witness has to live the message to convince
the listener.”
Alma Rodriguez, program officer for The Chicago Community Trust, with AMITA
Health Alexian Brothers Housing and Health Alliance Executive Director Korrey
Kooistra at the donor recognition celebration.

Thank you for living the message, and thank you for your ongoing support.
View more photos from the event on page 11.

We’ve Moved!
If you need us, you can now find us in a new location. Last summer, along with AMITA Health,
our headquarters moved from Arlington Heights to Lisle.
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Please be sure to send mail to our new address:

Reach us by phone, fax or email as follows:

Alexian Brothers Foundation
2601 Navistar Drive
Building 4, Floor 1
Lisle, IL 60532

Phone: 224.273.4104
Fax: 630.505.1324
Email: alexianfoundation@amitahealth.org

Witnesses to Hope in This World
Photos from the 2018 Annual Meeting and Donor Recognition Celebration

Sister Judy Warmbold from Daughters of Charity accepts a handshake from
AMITA Health President and CEO Mark Frey.

Mark Curcio, DDS, and Debbie Curcio.

Shahzad Kazi, Amber Kazi, MD, and Shubhrajan Wadyal, MD.

Partha Ghosh and Geeti Ghosh, MD.

Bob, Kelly and Nancy Krawisz.

AMITA Health Chief Clinical Officer Stuart Marcus, MD; Niraja Reddy, MD;
and Mayur Patel.
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Melanie Furlan
Senior Vice President, Chief Philanthropy
Officer, AMITA Health
Julie Baker
Manager, Special Events &
Volunteer Outreach
Marcy Darin
Director, Foundation & Corporate Giving
Emily Douville
Manager, Research & Information Systems

Alexian Brothers Foundation
The Alexian Brothers Foundation is a faith-based partnership comprised
of dedicated community leaders, physicians and AMITA Health Alexian
Brothers Health System associates. We actively pursue high-impact
philanthropic solutions to our community’s most pressing healthcare needs
with a special focus on healing our most vulnerable. Through the AMITA
Health Alexian Brothers Health System, we carry out the healing mission of
the Catholic Church and honor the legacy of our founders, the Congregation
of Alexian Brothers.

Find Us on Facebook
facebook.com/AlexianBrothersFoundation

Jill Hulten
Associate Vice President, Patient
Engagement & Development Operations

If you would like to remove your name from future fundraising mailings from
the Alexian Brothers Foundation, please call 224.273.4101 or write: Alexian
Brothers Foundation, 2601 Navistar Drive, Building 4, Floor 1, Lisle, IL 60532.

Joan Matthys
Executive Secretary

If you are in the hospital, someone from the Foundation would like to stop by
and visit with you from time to time, and thank you personally for your gifts of
time and treasure. If you do not wish to receive a visit, please call 224.273.4101.

Katelyn Olszak
Development Associate
Nancy McInroy
Director, Leadership Giving
Julie Panicali
Grant Specialist
Joan Scheffler
Associate Vice President
Melissa Shane
Foundation Relations
Mandy Zeilinger
Data & Gift Specialist
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